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From the Pen of the Senior Pastor...
Looking Ahead…
December 12

Our sanctuary was packed Sunday
evening for the adult choir’s
celebration of Advent.

WM Christmas Dinner

December 13
MS Christmas Party

December 14
Morning Worship
Sunday School
Missions Committee Meeting
Diaconate Meeting
Children’s Choirs Christmas
Program

December 15
Ladies’ Night Owl Bible Study

December 16
Mothers’ Encouragement
Group

December 17
Caroling & Dessert
Session Meeting

December 18
Memorial Hospital Lunch

December 20
HS Christmas Party

December 21
Morning Worship
Sunday School

December 24
Office Closed at Noon
Lessons & Carols

By God’s grace, many were not there
as spectators. And, that’s as it
should be. Worship is not a
spectator sport. Worship is work,
glorious work, but, work,
nonetheless. And, Sunday evening
was a time of worship, led by
singers (which often included the
entire congregation), soloist,
instrumentalists and reader.
If you weren’t able to attend, I
encourage you to get a recording of
this time of celebration.
It always seems appropriate to thank
Jeremy, the choir, Nickie, Alayne,
Vangie and Bill, but I know their
greatest thanks comes in knowing
that what they offered up to the
Lord was pleasing to Him and a
blessing to those they ushered into
His courts.

December 25
Merry Christmas
Office Closed

December 26
Merry Christmas
Office Closed

December 28
Morning Worship
Sunday School
Shepherding Groups Meet

December 31
Office Closed at Noon
New Year’s Eve

January 1
Happy New Year
Office Closed

January 4
Lord’s Supper Celebrated
Sunday School

Those nominated, trained and
approved by the Session for the
office of Ruling Elder (Jason Brown
and Jason Coffey) and Deacon (John
Pearce) were overwhelmingly
approved by the congregation. All
those nominated to serve as
Directors were also elected.
I want to thank Pastor Mullinax for
his year-in-review presentation. Like
the Psalmist, it is good for us to
remember how the Lord has lead us
in the past as we anticipate His
purposes for us in the years to come.

And, speaking of the future, I hope
you are remembering to pray for the
Pastoral Search committee. Ruling
Elder Sanders, chairman of the PSC,
provided us with a comprehensive
report of the progress the committee
has made in attempting to assist us
in identifying CPC’s next senior
pastor. Now that they have reached
the stage of writing a few Teaching
Elders to ascertain their interest in
being considered for our pulpit, they
need, more than ever, the Lord’s
wisdom and discernment. So, take a
moment, perhaps even this very
moment, to take them before the
Throne of Grace.

Next Wednesday evening you will
have the opportunity to join with
others to go caroling. It’s great fun,
pleasing to the Lord, and a genuine
delight and blessing to others. Even
if you think you’re not a good
singer, join us, as we sing noels.
(“Noel” is a French word that refers
to songs sung in celebration of our
Lord’s birth.)
If you’re reading this Newsletter on
the 11th, Christmas is but two weeks
away. So, I’m wondering, what
should I get my wife...
~Pastor Caines
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What’s Happening?

Nursery Schedule
December 14
Worship

Infants
Diana Perrel
& Kristin Sotelo

Creepers
Mindy Horton
& Katherine Fisher

Toddlers
Josh Perrel
& John Pearce

Floater
Jonah Harris

Sunday School
Infants
Debby Gardner
& Rebekah Gernhard

Creepers
Dusty & Rachel Kemp

Toddlers
Josh & Teri Akovenko

December Coordinator:
Boo Mullinax

BRIDAL SHOWER
A bridal shower in honor of Krista Steere, brideelect of Brad Gibson, is on Saturday, January 3,
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Schum
Fellowship Hall. Krista is registered at Bed, Bath
and Beyond.
WOMEN’S MINISTRY
CHRISTMAS DINNER
For those who signed up, the Women’s Ministry
Christmas Dinner is tomorrow night. The night
begins at 6:15 p.m. with cider and carols at the
Welcome Center, then moves to Schum
Fellowship Hall for dinner and festivities. We’re
looking forward to a fun night with everyone!

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MUSICAL
Miracle on Bethlehem Street is presented by our
Children’s Choirs this Sunday at 6:00 p.m.
YOUTH HAPPENINGS
Pick up the latest Youth Brochure at the
Welcome Center. It includes the dates/times/
costs of all youth activities through July.
Route 68 (MS):
Christmas Party is this Saturday, December 13.
Meet at the church at 6:00 p.m. to head out on a
Christmas Scavenger Hunt. The party ends at the
home of the Weekleys at 8:30 p.m.

SNL (HS):
Christmas Party is Saturday, December 20. Meet
at the church at 6:00 p.m. to head out for a
Progressive Dinner. The party ends at the home
of the Middletons at 9:00 p.m.

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL MINISTRY
Our Memorial Hospital Lunch Ministry is next
Thursday, December 18. If you can contribute
sandwiches, chips, snack cakes or fruit, please
call or email the church office.
BUDGET
Through December 8:
Budget:
Actual:
Shortfalls:

REPORT
$1,353,127
$1,154,361
$198,766

CPC MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
Updated membership directories are now available. Be sure to pick up your family’s directory in
the lobby on Sunday.
MEMBERSHIP
If you are interested in becoming a member of
CPC, please call or email the church office to set
up an appointment.
CHRISTMAS CARD STAMPS
Please remember to save those Christmas card
stamps. Deposit them in the “mailbox” by Pastor
Mullinax’s office. These used stamps are processed and re-sold with all proceeds going to
finance Sunday School curriculum for churches
in Latin America.
YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS
All end-of-the-year contributions need to be in
the church office or postmarked no later than
December 31 to be counted as tax-deductible
contributions for 2014.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
It’s time to order Offering Envelopes for 2015.
These envelopes may be used for regular giving
or giving to the Nursery Fund Pledges. You can
order weekly, twice a month, monthly or
quarterly envelopes. Please email Carol Beatty at
cpcbookkeeping@covenantchattanooga.org, and
let her know what you prefer. You may also pick
up an order form at the Welcome Center. Orders
are due by December 15.

READ-THRU-THE BIBLE THIS YEAR
Take the opportunity this year to read through
the scripture in one year individually or with
your family. The material to aid you is available
at the Welcome Center.

CAROLING AND DESSERTS
The entire church family is welcome to meet at
the church Wednesday, December 17, at 5:30
p.m. We will break up into small groups to go
caroling at local retirement homes and various
neighborhoods. Bring a dessert to share with
everyone as we will meet back at the church for
desserts and hot drinks when finished.

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Extra nursery volunteers are needed for Sunday,
December 28, during Sunday School in both
Infants and Creepers. If you are able to help out,
please contact Heather Harris at 423.503.8651
or jeh1224@aol.com.

PARENTS
Now that it is getting dark earlier, please keep a
close eye on your children in and around the
parking lot.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Come celebrate the birth of our Savior on Christmas Eve, December 24, at 5:30 p.m. with a service of Lessons and Carols.

SAVE THE DATE
Marriage Retreat
April 17-19, 2015
Oak Haven Resort, Sevierville, TN

