The Lord’s Service
December 16, 2018
*Standing together is our ordinary practice,
but you are welcome to remain seated.

Prelude
*Song of Praise with Greeting
When Love Came Down

Welcome and Announcements

God Calls Us
In silent meditation, let us prepare to meet the loving God in worship.

Lighting of the Advent Candle

The Josh Perrel Family

*Call to Worship
LEADER:
PEOPLE:
LEADER:
PEOPLE:
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

Psalm 136.1-3

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,
For His steadfast love endures forever.
Give thanks to the God of gods,
For His steadfast love endures forever.
Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
For His steadfast love endures forever.

*Hymn

No. 198
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!

*Invocation

Elder Tony DeMarco

God Cleanses Us
Reading of the Law of God

Psalm 32.3-5

LEADER: For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
PEOPLE: For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the
heat of summer.
LEADER: I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not
cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my
transgressions to the Lord,”
PEOPLE: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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Whether seated or kneeling,
let us approach the Lord together with a posture of reverence.

Corporate Confession of Sin (in unison)
Almighty and most merciful Father;
we have erred and strayed from Your ways
like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices
and desires of our own hearts.
We have offended against Your holy laws.
We have left undone those things
which we ought to have done;
and we have done those things
which we ought not to have done.
O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Spare those, O God, who confess their faults.
Restore those who are penitent;
according to Your promises
declared unto us in Christ Jesus our Lord.
And grant, O merciful Father, for His sake;
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous,
and sober life;
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Colossians 2.13-14

LEADER: Lift up your heads and hear the Good News:
“And you, who were dead in your trespasses
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made alive together with Him, having forgiven
us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of
debt that stood against us with its legal
demands. This He set aside, nailing it to the
cross.”
The peace of the Lord be with you!
PEOPLE: And also with you!
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*Hymn
The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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God Consecrates Us
New Testament Reading

Elder Mark Lander

Matthew 1.17-25 (p. 807)
LEADER: This is the Word of the Lord.
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Anthem

Choir
How Great Our Joy

(Rebecca James, violin; Steven James, violin;
Casie Runkle; viola, Heather Smith, cello)
While by the sheep we watched at night,
Glad tidings brought an angel bright.
How great our joy! How great our joy!
There shall be born, so He did say,
In Bethlehem a Child today.
How great our joy! How great our joy!
There shall the Child lie in a stall,
This Child who shall redeem us all.
This gift of God we’ll cherish well,
That ever joy our hearts shall fill.
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!
How great our joy!
(2012 Beckenhorst Press)

*Doxology

No. 731
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of the Church

Pastor Jones

*Hymn

No. 221
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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Scripture Lesson

Isaiah 7.10-25 (p. 572)

Sermon

Jeremiah Hill

THE GOD WHO IS WITH US
*Hymn

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
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*Confession of Faith (in unison)

Belgic Confession, 20

We believe that God,
Who is perfectly merciful and just,
sent His Son to assume that nature
in which the disobedience was committed,
to make satisfaction in the same,
and to bear the punishment of sin
by His most bitter passion and death.
God therefore manifested His justice against His Son,
when He laid our iniquities upon Him,
and poured forth His mercy and goodness on us,
who were guilty and worthy of damnation,
out of mere and perfect love,
giving His Son unto death for us,
and raising Him for our justification,
that through Him we might obtain immortality
and life eternal.

*Gloria Patri

No. 734

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

God Commissions Us
*Benediction
Postlude
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